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SESSION INFO

A U D I O / V I D E O
If you cannot hear sound or 
see the presentation now, 

adjust or change your settings.

S U R V E Y
At the end of the session, fill 
out a quick survey letting us 

know how we did.

Q U E S T I O N S
Use the “Questions” panel to 
chat with the presenters and 

AccountingWare team.

R E S O U R C E S
The slides and a 

recording will be sent
 via email.
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Sarah Brewster
Implementation Specialist

 6 years with AccountingWare
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ActivReporter and ActivityHD

 Building strategies to increase user success

 Loves: video games, roller skating,  cats!

LinkedIn.com/in/SarahBrewster

http://www.linkedin.com/in/SarahBrewster
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Agenda – Do More With Less: Publishing Financial Designs



Cookie cutters are to

Cookies

as

Financial Designs are to 

???



Cookie cutters give shape 

to Cookies

Financial Designs give 

shape to

???



Cookie cutters give shape 

to Cookies

Financial Designs give 

shape to

Financial Statements



Creating a Financial Statement

Rows:
By Rollup, Account, 

Main segment

Columns: 
Financial 

Design Layout
Format Publish
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Period Expressions

Use keywords to 
automatically set the 
reporting period based 
on today’s date
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Period Expressions

Use keywords to 
automatically set the 
reporting period based on 
today’s date

Report Date

Today’s Date



Period Expressions

Current = 

Today’s date: 07/31/2024

Calendar: 

Current =



this month, this 
week, this quarter

July 2024

Period Expressions

Current = 

Today’s date: 07/31/2024

Calendar: Monthly 

Current =



Period Expressions

Current - 1 period =

Today’s date: 07/31/2024

Calendar: Monthly 

Current – 1 period = 

previous month, previous 
week, previous quarter

June 2024



Period Expressions

Current - 1 year = 

Today’s date: 07/31/2024

Calendar: Monthly 

Current – 1 year =

this month last year, this 
week last year, this quarter 
last year

July 2023



Period Expressions

Current - 1 period = 

Today’s date: 07/31/2024

Calendar: Quarterly

Current – 1 year =

previous month, previous 
week, previous quarter

Quarter 2 of 2024



P E R I O D  E X P R E S S I O N S

Need more than those 3 options?

Write your own!

For Example:

• Current – 2 periods

• Period Through Year End

• Period Through Current of Quarterly



P E R I O D  E X P R E S S I O N S

Need help with the 
syntax (keywords)?

Click the question mark 
button or push F1 to 
open the help text!





P E R I O D  E X P R E S S I O N S :  B E S T  P R A C T I C E

Best Practice Tip!

The same Financial Design can produce 
reports showing month to date, quarter to 
date, year to date, and so on!  You do not 
need separate Financial Designs to report 
on different periods of time, just separate 
calendars that define those different 
periods.



P E R I O D  E X P R E S S I O N S :  B E S T  P R A C T I C E

Best Practice Tip!

The same Financial Design can produce 
reports showing month to date, quarter to 
date, year to date, and so on!  You do not 
need separate Financial Designs to report 
on different periods of time, just separate 
calendars that define those different 
periods.



Period Expressions are 
also in Financial Options 
when editing Financial 

Designs



As Of Date



As Of Date

Prevent transactions 
posted after this date to 
hide amounts posted in 
future periods or get 
partial periods



As Of Date

Current Period: June 2024

As of: 06/30/2024



A S  O F  D A T E  E X A M P L E :  1 2  M O N T H  I N C O M E  S T A T E M E N T



I N C O M E  S T A T E M E N T  1 2  M O N T H S  W I T H  Y T D  L A Y O U T

Don’t have a 12-month income statement?  Use the Layout called 
Income Statement 12 Months with YTD!



As Of Date

Current Period: June 2024

As of: 06/15/2024



A S  O F  D A T E  E X A M P L E :  M O N T H  T O  D A T E



The As Of date in also 
Financial Options when 

editing Financial 
Designs.



Iteration
Iteration Limits

Consolidation Options
Combine Iterations









Iteration

One report for each:

• Segment item

• Rollup item

• Attribute item



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Budget to actual reports 
for all nine departments

Could: Create nine financial 
designs?
Maintain nine spreadsheets

Could: Create one financial 
design with nine sheets?
Maintain nine tabs

I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E
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Need: Budget to actual reports 
for all nine departments

Could: Create nine financial 
designs?
Maintain nine spreadsheets

Could: Create one financial 
design with nine sheets?
Maintain nine tabs

I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Budget to actual reports 
for all nine departments

Should: Create one financial 
design and publish all nine 
financials using iteration



V I D E O :  I T E R A T E  A  F I N A N C I A L  D E S I G N

1. Open the design record, click 
Publish

2. Click anywhere in the 
Iteration field

3. Double-click the segment, 
rollup, or attribute to iterate 
over and click OK

4. Set the printer or file format 
and location and click Next

5. Watch as a report is 
published for each segment, 
rollup, or attribute item

https://accountingwarestorage.blob.core.windows.net/webinars/24SummerSeries_FD_Iterate a Financial Design.mp4


I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  A T T R I B U T E



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  R O L L U P

Corporate 
Office

North

South

East

West



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  R O L L U P

North Region Rollup ItemRegion Rollup



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  R O L L U P

South Region Rollup ItemRegion Rollup



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  R O L L U P

East Region Rollup ItemRegion Rollup



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  R O L L U P

West Region Rollup ItemRegion Rollup



I T E R A T I O N  E X A M P L E :  R O L L U P

Region Rollup



I T E R A T I O N :  B E S T  P R A C T I C E

Best Practice Tip!

To set up a Financial Design for iteration:

1. Follow the normal process to create a consolidated design

2. Include IterationDescription() function in header area (added by 
Layouts)

No extra set-up needed.  You probably have designs you
can produce multiple financial statements with RIGHT NOW!

Rows:
By Rollup, Account, 

Main segment

Columns: 
Financial 

Design Layout
Format Publish



Iteration
Iteration Limits



Iteration Limits

Limit reports created 
with iteration to specific 
segment, rollup, or 
attribute items



Iteration Limits

Limit reports created 
with iteration to specific 
segment, rollup, or 
attribute items



I T E R A T I O N  L I M I T S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Budget to actual reports 
for all nine departments

Should: Create one financial 
design and publish all nine 
financials using iteration
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Could: Create one financial 
design and publish all nine 
financials using iteration then 
manually delete extra reports?
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Need: Budget to actual reports 
for departments 1 through 5

Could: Create one financial 
design and publish all nine 
financials using iteration then 
manually delete extra reports?



I T E R A T I O N  L I M I T S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Budget to actual reports 
for departments 1 through 5

Should: Create one financial 
design and publish only five 
financials using iteration and 
iteration limits



V I D E O :  U S E  I T E R A T I O N  L I M I T S  W I T H  A  F I N A N C I A L  D E S I G N

1. Open the design record, click 
Publish

2. Click anywhere in the Iteration field

3. Double-click the segment, rollup, or 
attribute to iterate over and click 
OK

4. Click the left pointing arrow at the 
far right of the Limits field

5. Use the grid to select which 
segment, rollup, or attribute items 
to include or exclude and click OK

6. Set the printer or file format and 
location and click Next

7. Watch as a report is published for 
each segment, rollup, or attribute 
item, limited to those specified

https://accountingwarestorage.blob.core.windows.net/webinars/24SummerSeries_FD_Iteration Limits with FD.mp4


Iteration
Consolidation Options



Consolidation Options

Choose to include, 
exclude, or only include a 
consolidated report and 
set a code and 
description for the 
consolidated report
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Consolidation Options

Choose to include, 
exclude, or only include a 
consolidated report and 
set a code and 
description for the 
consolidated report



C O N S O L I D A T I O N  O P T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Budget to actual reports 
for departments 1 through 5

Should: Create one financial 
design and publish only five 
financials using iteration and 
iteration limits
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actual report for departments 1 
through 5
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Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5

Could: Create one financial 
design, publish only five 
financials using iteration and 
iteration limits, and manually 
delete extra individual reports?



C O N S O L I D A T I O N  O P T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5

Could: Create one financial 
design, publish only five 
financials using iteration and 
iteration limits, and manually 
delete extra individual reports?



C O N S O L I D A T I O N  O P T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5

Should: Create one financial 
design, publish only one 
financial using iteration, 
iteration limits, and 
consolidation options



V I D E O :  U S E  C O N S O L I D A T I O N  O P T I O N S  W I T H  A  F I N A N C I A L  D E S I G N

1. Open the design record, click Publish

2. Click anywhere in the Iteration field

3. Double-click the segment, rollup, or 
attribute to iterate over and click OK

4. Click the right pointing arrow at the far 
right of the Limits field

5. Use the grid to select which segment, 
rollup, or attribute items to include or 
exclude and click OK

6. Click anywhere in the Options field

7. Choose to include, exclude, or only 
include a consolidated report, then set 
the code and description

8. Set the printer or file format and 
location and click Next

9. Watch as a report is published for each 
segment, rollup, or attribute item, 
limited to those specified

https://accountingwarestorage.blob.core.windows.net/webinars/24SummerSeries_FD_Condolidation Options with FD.mp4


Iteration
Combine Iterations



Combine Iterations

Combine all iterations 
into one Excel 
spreadsheet or one PDF 
file



C O M B I N E  I T E R A T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5

Should: Create one financial 
design, publish only one 
financial using iteration, 
iteration limits, and 
consolidation options



C O M B I N E  I T E R A T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook



C O M B I N E  I T E R A T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook

Could: Create one financial 
design, publish six financials 
using iteration, iteration limits, 
and consolidation options, then 
manually copy worksheets into 
one workbook?



C O M B I N E  I T E R A T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook

Could: Create one financial 
design, publish six financials 
using iteration, iteration limits, 
and consolidation options, then 
manually copy worksheets into 
one workbook?



C O M B I N E  I T E R A T I O N S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook

Should: Create one financial 
design, create six financials 
using iteration, iteration limits, 
consolidation options, and 
combine iterations



V I D E O :  C O M B I N E  I T E R A T I O N S

1. Select the design and click 
Publish

2. Click anywhere in the Iteration 
field

3. Double-click the segment, rollup, 
or attribute to iterate over and 
click OK

4. Set the file format and location

5. Check the box to combine 
iterations and click Next

6. Watch as a report is published 
for each segment, rollup, or 
attribute item, then combined 
into one file

https://accountingwarestorage.blob.core.windows.net/webinars/24SummerSeries_FD_Combine Iterations.mp4


Feeling overwhelmed?

Your reports have more 

customizations than your coffee 

order!



If only you could save all 

those customizations, the 

way an app can save your 

coffee order…



Saved Answers



Saved Answers

All the features we just 
covered?

Save your preferred 
selections in Publish to 
use over and over again!



S A V E D  A N S W E R S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook

Should: Create one financial 
design, create six financials 
using iteration, iteration limits, 
consolidation options, and 
combine iterations
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through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook, every month
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Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook, every month

Could: Create one financial 
design, create six financials 
using iteration, iteration limits, 
consolidation options, and 
combine iterations, every 
month?



S A V E D  A N S W E R S  E X A M P L E :  S E G M E N T

Need: Consolidated budget to 
actual report for departments 1 
through 5 and reports for each 
department combined in one 
workbook, every month

Should: Create one financial 
design, create six financials 
using a saved answer



S A V E D  A N S W E R  E X A M P L E :  P E R I O D  E X P R E S S I O N



S A V E D  A N S W E R  E X A M P L E :  P E R I O D  E X P R E S S I O N





S A V E D  A N S W E R  E X A M P L E :  A S  O F  D A T E



S A V E D  A N S W E R  E X A M P L E :  A L L  T O G E T H E R



Do more 
reporting, 
with less 

work!
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Period Expressions

As Of Date

Iteration
Iteration Limits

Consolidation Options

Combine Iterations

Saved Answers

1

2

3

4

1.

2.

3.

4.



The moral of the story:

There are lots of ways you could get exactly the financial 
statements you need.

Just because you can, doesn’t mean you should!

You should use the way that meets your needs most efficiently, 
easily, and consistently.





Next Session

Back to Basics

Thursday, August 1st

12:30 PM (CT)

Aidan Culwell and Zach Montandon

A L L  S E S S I O N S

• Bruce and Grant's Excellent Unboxing Adventure

• Cybersecurity Essentials for Today's Internet 

Connected World

• Do More With Less: Publishing Financial Designs

• Back to Basics

• General Ledger: Controller Workshop

• The Right Tool for the Job: Automation

• Enhancing Purchasing: Boosting Visibility, 

Efficiency, and Commitments

• Attributes: Multi-Dimensional Accounting

• New Graphics Capabilities in ActivityHD

• Learning to Streamline Your Payroll Processes

• Mastering Contract Processing: Streamline, 

Optimize, Manage

• Payroll Problem-Solving: Become a Master of 

Troubleshooting



Remember to complete the survey!

Do More With Less:
Publishing Financial Designs

T H A N K S  F O R  J O I N I N G

Sarah Brewster
sbrewster@accountingware.com

LinkedIn.com/in/SarahBrewster
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