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How Bots Answer the
Ultimate Question of Life, 
the Universe, and Everything

C O L E  L O N G  A N D  M A R V I N  C R O S S N O E

Disclaimer
A  F E W  T H I N G S  F I R S T

This presentation is for information only. 
Evaluate risks before acting based on ideas from this presentation.

This presentation contains opinions of the presenters.
Opinions may not reflect the opinions of AccountingWare.

This presentation is proprietary.
Unauthorized release of this information is prohibited.
Original material is copyright © 2023 AccountingWare.
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What is 40 + 2 ?What is a fantastic feature of ActivityHD?

Answers… Question
W H A T  I S  T H E  Q U E S T I O N

What is the GOAL of AccountingWare?

Mission Statement: 
“to solve accounting problems with technology in innovative ways“

Q: How do we solve problems with the ActivityHD accounting 
system in innovative ways? 

Bots… is the answer! 
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• History of Automation

• Why use automation?

• Examples
• Integrations
• Efficiency
• Document Processing

• How to get a Bot

Agenda
H E R E ’ S  T H E  P L A N

Bot Development
E X T E N D  F U N C T I O N A L I T Y  O F  A C T I V I T Y H D

• Excel Spreadsheets (VBA)
• Mass Changer
• Programmable Mass Changer

• VBScript (BOTs)

• Integrations
• DataSources
• Efficiencies
• JavaScript

• ActivWeb API
• Larger, more robust 

integrations
• V8 Script Engine

Tailoring Codes

Past

Present

Future
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What makes this possible?
A C T I V I T Y H D  O B J E C T  M O D E L

• Excel (Office 365) was developed as an object model
ChatGPT: The Excel object model provides a powerful set of tools for creating and 
editing spreadsheets, importing and exporting data, performing calculations, and 
generating reports. With the Excel object model, developers can develop custom 
solutions and add-ins to automate repetitive tasks or extend Excel functionality 
beyond its standard features.

• ActivityHD
• Develop custom solutions
• Automate repetitive tasks
• Extend functionality beyond its standard features

Why use Automation?
T H E  Q U E S T I O N
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Workflow Challenges
F O R M S T A C K ’ S  S T A T E  O F  W O R K F L O W  A U T O M A T I O N  R E P O R T

Ease-of-Use
29.21%

Choosing the best tool
22.85%

Cost
16.85%

Top Challenges in Adopting Workflow 
Automation Tools
F O R M S T A C K ’ S  S T A T E  O F  W O R K F L O W  A U T O M A T I O N  R E P O R T

11

12



5/2/2023

7

Bot Benefits
W H Y  U S E  A U T O M A T I O N

Bots and 
Automation are 

much faster than 
manual 

processes

Fast

Bots provide a 
consistent format 

every time

Consistent

Automation 
allows you to 
focus your 
time on what 
matters

Time 
Saving

Using Automation 
reduces Errors and Typos

Reduce 
Errors

• RPA (Robotic Process Automation)  

• Microsoft's Power Automate
• Easy to use ?

• Universal

• BOT advantages:

• Goal: Anything you can do manually can be mimicked with a bot.

• Ensures that data fits business rules.
• All data (input/output) is accessible through automation

• Security controlled by ActivityHD

• Orders of magnitude faster

Robotic Process Automation 
W H Y  U S E  A U T O M A T I O N
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Integrations
T H E  C O N N E C T I O N

Integration Capabilities
I N T E G R A T I O N S

Download 
Information

Upload 
Information

Process 
Information

Data
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• Efficient Payment

• Credit Cards

• AP Approvals

• Invoice Processing 

CorpayOne
I N T E G R A T I O N S

Synchronizes Invoice:

• Dates

• Number
• Vendor

• Accounts

• Attributes

• Detail Lines

• Status

• PDFs

CorpayOne
I N T E G R A T I O N S

Operation:

• Invoice submission allowed from 
ActivityHD or CorpayOne

• Invoice edits in CorpayOne are 
reflected in ActivityHD

• Approval process is reflected in 
CorpayOne and ActivityHD

• Payments allowed from ActivityHD 
or CorpayOne

• Synchronizes nightly
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Two Type of Concur Imports:

• AP Invoices
• Includes all relevant Information on expenses 

themselves including GL account mapping

• Attaches PDF of invoices

• Employee Expenses
• Includes all relevant information for expense entries 

including GL account mapping

• Attaches PDF of receipts

Concur Import
I N T E G R A T I O N S

• K-12 school system

• Timekeeping Systems

• Tessitura Ticketing

• REST API 

• SOAP API

• File download

Others
I N T E G R A T I O N S
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Keeping Track of Your Employees 
with Ease
Tuesday at 3:10pm

Elizabeth Hudspeth & Cole Long

Efficiency
T H E  A N S W E R
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Automation Capabilities
E F F I C I E N C Y

Create New Information 1

Validate Data2

Transform Data 3

•Prepaid Expenses using Extra GL

Demonstration
L I V E  D E M O
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• Cube - Financial Planning and 
Analysis Software

• Accesses SQL to create customized 
spreadsheet

• Can use Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
Command Line Interface to access S3

• Can use Microsoft Azure Command 
Line Interface

Information Interfaces
E F F I C I E N C Y

DataSources:

• Allows access to data directly from 
database

• Allows complete customization of 
information pulled and sorted

• Accessible through ActivWeb API

Information Interfaces
E F F I C I E N C Y
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• Automatically publishes financial designs

• Allows iterations over branches of financial tree

• Emails published financials

Into the Woods with ActivityHD’s
Financial Trees

Monday at 3:10pm
Sarah Brewster

Basic: (reconcile once/month)
• Compares a bank OFX (QFX) file with ActivityHD Bank 

Transactions
• Reconciles transactions
• Informs of any unmatched transactions, or errors 

reconciling
• Doesn’t handle deposits in the same amount

Bank Reconciliation
E F F I C I E N C Y
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Bank Reconciliation
E F F I C I E N C Y

Advanced: 
• BAI2 file
• More details in the bank records for larger companies
• Usually an extra charge for this service ??
• Reconcile daily

Bank Reconciliation
E F F I C I E N C Y
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Document Processing
T H E  A N S W E R  P A R T  I I

Document
• Information
• Signature needed

ActivityHD 
• Information
• Document Storage 

after signature

Document Processing
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•W-9 Form Processing with DocuSign

Demonstration
L I V E  D E M O

• Adobe Sign

• HaloSign

• PandaDoc

• SignNow

• PDFfiller

Other Document Routing Vendors
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• Built-In Bots

• Financial Tree Reporting 

• Template Bots

• W-9

• PPD Expense

• Bank Reconciliation

• Custom Bots

• Build an application specific to your needs

How to get INVOLVED
B O T  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

• Template Bots are applicable to a general audience without 
much customization

• Some of these are:

• WorkforceHub Integrations

• BambooHR Integration

• Unearned Revenue

• And many more!

Template Bots
H O W  T O  G E T  A  B O T
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Step 3 A quote will be given for any needed 
customization

Step 2 Purchase bot for flat rate including 
installation

Step 1 Contact AccountingWare for potential 
solutions that already exist

How do I get Template Bots?
H O W  T O  G E T  A  B O T

• Faster to Implement

• More standardization and use means less bugs

• If you’re facing a common issue, it’s extremely likely 
someone else is too!

• What if the issue is specific to your company?

Why use Template Bots?
H O W  T O  G E T  A  B O T
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Step 3 Project Development will research, 
quote, and build the automation

Step 2 Contact AccountingWare to submit 
a request

Step 1 Identify where automation is 
needed

How do I get Custom Automation?
H O W  T O  G E T  A  B O T

What is a fantastic feature of ActivityHD?
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T H A N K S  F O R  J O I N I N G !

How Bots Answer the
Ultimate Question of Life, the 

Universe, and Everything

support@accountingware.com

https://accountingware.com/help

Marvin Crossnoe & Cole Long
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